Thompson-Nicola Regional District
Vavenby Water System Still Under “Do Not Use” Notice
For Immediate Release (January 2, 2019, 9:30 a.m.):
The Vavenby Community Water System remains under a Do Not Use Notice, following a semi
truck and trailer accident north of the water intake in the North Thompson River.
The semi truck and trailer has now been removed from the river. When the truck was removed
from the river, the truck’s fuel tanks were empty, indicating that approximately 350 litres of fuel
in the tanks was released into the river, likely upon impact.
The TNRD took daily water samples from the Vavenby Community Water System following the
accident, with sampling to continue while the system remains under the “Do Not Use” notice.
These samples are currently being analyzed with results expected late Thursday or early
Friday. The TNRD is working closely with Interior Health Authority, and it is anticipated that if
the results show that the water system has not been contaminated, the Do Not Use notice may
be rescinded by Interior Health.
While under a “Do Not Use” notice, users are reminded that the water is not to be used for
anything but flushing toilets. Free bottled water for drinking and bulk water for cooking,
washing dishes, etc is available to the water system users at the Vavenby Fire Department.
The TNRD has also made arrangements for Vavenby Community Water System users to use
the North Thompson Sportsplex shower facilities free of charge while the community water
system is under the existing Do Not Use notice.
The Sportsplex hours this week are:






January 2nd – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and then 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 pm
January 3rd – 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
January 4th – 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
January 5th – 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
January 6th – 3:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

As soon as the results of the water samples is known and a decision can be made on the
current Do Not Use notice, further information will be provided.
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For more information contact: Debbie Sell, EOC
Information Officer, eoccommunications@tnrd.ca,
1-866-377-7188
The TNRD covers 11 municipalities (Ashcroft, Barriere, Cache Creek, Chase, Clearwater, Clinton, Kamloops, Logan Lake, Lytton,
Merritt and Sun Peaks) and 10 Electoral Areas – “A” (Wells Gray Country), “B” (Thompson Headwaters), “E” (Bonaparte Plateau), “I”
(Blue Sky Country), “J” (Copper Desert Country), “L” (Grasslands), “M” (Beautiful Nicola Valley – North), “N” (Beautiful Nicola Valley –
South ), “O” (Lower North Thompson) and “P” (Rivers and the Peaks).

