Thompson-Nicola Regional District
tnrd.ca

Plastic Must Be Separated out of Recyclables
For Immediate Release (September 6/17): Since September 5 there has been a
change to the Thompson-Nicola Regional District’s mixed recycling program. It requires
that plastic bags and plastic wrap must now be recycled separately.
Recycling processing facilities throughout B.C. have changed to meet new provincial
standards and will no longer allow plastic bags and plastic wrap to be mixed with other
recyclables. This includes “blue bags” commonly used for mixed recycling.
Here’s what TNRD residents need to know about the changes:
• If you bring your recycling to a TNRD depot, you will be directed to empty your
mixed recycling into the bin, and recycle your plastic bags in a separate bin.
• If your recycling is collected curbside in a cart/bin, do not put plastic bags or wrap
in it. Plastic bags and wrap can be recycled separately at your nearest TNRD recycle depot,
or bottle depot (in most areas).
• If your recycling is collected curbside in a “blue bag”, please check with your local
municipality or contractor providing the collection so they can clarify whether you can
continue to use blue bags or provide and alternative solution. Plastic bags and wrap can be
recycled separately at your nearest TNRD recycle depot, or bottle depot (in most areas).
There are also many ways to reuse plastic bags. They can be reused as garbage
bags in vehicles or smaller garbage cans. They are great to use as padding in parcels and
packages, and are useful for cleaning up after pets. Also check to see if your local grocery
store has a plastic bag “take back” program. If none of these options suits, you can dispose
of plastic bags in your household garbage.
For more details about accepted materials and the upcoming changes to the TNRD’s
recycling program, please check TNRD.ca, or call 250.377.8673.
-30For more information contact Manager of Environmental Services, Jamie Vieira:
250.377.8673; jvieira@tnrd.ca
The TNRD covers 11 municipalities (Ashcroft, Barriere, Cache Creek, Chase, Clearwater, Clinton, Kamloops, Logan
Lake, Lytton, Merritt and Sun Peaks) and 10 Electoral Areas - “A” (Wells Gray Country), “B” (Thompson Headwaters),
“E” (Bonaparte Plateau), “I” (Blue Sky Country), “J” (Copper Desert Country), “L” (Grasslands), “M” (Beautiful
Nicola Valley - North), “N” (Beautiful Nicola Valley - South), “O” (Lower North Thompson) and “P” (Rivers and the
Peaks). The TNRD provides over 120 services including planning and building inspection, solid waste management,
emergency preparedness, 9-1-1 services, recreation, utilities, television rebroadcasting, river buoys, transit, tourism,
library services and operates a film commission.

