Thompson-Nicola Regional District
Do Not Consume Water – Diesel Spill in North Thompson
For Immediate Release (January 17, 2017):
A diesel spill south of Avola has caused contamination of the water in the North Thompson River.
Residents that use water from the North Thompson River are advised to be cautious and check their
water supply for any signs of diesel fuel (sheen or odor).
The TNRD has stopped pumping water from the river for the Vavenby water system.
All TNRD residents that are south of the Avola and Vavenby areas that use water systems that draw
water from the river are advised to check their water supply.
For the TNRD Vavenby water system users, the TNRD is making arrangements to have bottled water
brought in for drinking purposes.
Do Not Use the river water if it smells or tastes like fuel. This means no drinking, showering/bathing or
brushing teeth if a fuel odour is detected. Diesel fuel can pose a health risk following ingestion,
inhalation or skin absorption. The TNRD requests customers continue to minimize water use, and only
use the water for flushing toilets.
Further information will be provided as soon as it becomes available.

-30For more information contact: Jake Devlin,
Director of Environmental Services,
jdevlin@tnrd.ca, 250-377-7053
The TNRD covers 11 municipalities (Ashcroft, Barriere, Cache Creek, Chase, Clearwater, Clinton, Kamloops,
Logan Lake, Lytton, Merritt and Sun Peaks) and 10 Electoral Areas - “A” (Wells Gray Country), “B” (Thompson
Headwaters), “E” (Bonaparte Plateau), “I” (Blue Sky Country), “J” (Copper Desert Country), “L”, “M”, “N”, “O”
(Lower North Thompson) and “P” (Rivers and the Peaks). The TNRD provides over 120 services including
planning and building inspection, solid waste management, emergency preparedness and 9-1-1 services,
recreation, utilities, river buoys, transit, tourism, library services and operates a film commission.

EMERGENCY – DO NOT CONSUME
VAVENBY COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM

SCRIPT – 4 STAR COMMUNICATIONS
January 17, 2017
The TNRD is issuing a DO NOT CONSUME order for the residents of the Vavenby
Community Water System. It has been confirmed that diesel has shown up in the
river and at the water intake.
The water intake pumps have been turned off and arrangements are underway to
start hauling water tonight to the reservoir for non-drinking or cooking purposes.
Your cooperation in the matter is greatly appreciated.
Additional information will be provided as soon as it becomes available.
Again, please do not consume water.
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